Ushering in and Celebrating a
New Dawn for Greater Service to
Church and Society

The Tangaza University Vice Chancellor, R
Prof. Patrick Mwania, CSSp has welcomed every !
that has joined the university this semester.hia
Convocation Speech during the Inaug@aremony to
usher in the 2022025 Academic Year, Fr. Mwani
applauded new and returnisgudents, faculty and th
various stakeholders to Tangaza University as t
gathered to usher in tmew academic year.

The academic year, whose theme is Celebra
a New Dawn for Greater Service to Church and Soc
is special as Tangaza celebrates the Award of Che
The inauguration ceremony marks one of the nev
chartered private universities in Kenya, allowed
operate autonomously, in her own right.

The Professor described the attainment
university status by Tangaza in May this year a
testament of the collective commitment to excellel
and quality in academics, research and commu
engagement that are aitpillars of university education

Fr. Mwania warmly welcomed the new studel
and assured them that they had made the best decis
join Tangaza. He pledged to them that they will ne
regret this decision. He furthethanked them for
believing in tke university and its mission c
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transformation, and saluted the trtis¢y put
on the university. As head of administration
the dayto-day running of Tangaza, th
Professor committed to do everything possi
to ensure that the University does not bet
that trust.

TAN

He additionally explained that as
Catholic University, Catholic identity is
keystone for Tanga:
embedded in the continuous quest for tr
through teaching and research, that prom
the worldview promoted by the Gospel
Christ. To remain faithful to this call, the
university recently established a directorate
Catholic Identity and Community
EngagementThis is to ensure Tangaza gives




living expression of Christian faith and the Gospel
Christ throughouttheir lives and operations at tt
university.

The Vice Chancellor noted that tr
administration has set aside an hour every Thursda
the University Masd-e explained that all other servict
are suspended so that everyone participatéss hour
of prayer. There is no other activity within this hour, &
appealed to everyone participate.

He reminded the students that they are the h
of the instituton, whether they are jubeginning their
academic journey at Tangaza, or returning to conti
their studies. He urged them émbrace the academi
challenges and opportunities that this university offe

The Professor pointed out that education is
merely the acquisition of knowledge, but ahat should
end with the development of character. What rem:
after everything is the character opae r son i
world, Fr. Mwania remarked.

The Vice Chancellor explained that this year,
the universitybuilds on her new status, thaternity is
presented with a unique opportunity to redefine
scope and impact of her academprogrammes.
Tangaza, he added, has always prided hersel
delivering education that is not onhigorous but also
relevant 6 the needs of society.

Fr. Mwania clarified that the new status allo
Tangaza to expand her research capabilittedevelop
new areas of study, and to forge stronger connect
between theory and practice. ldacouraged each on
present, student ordalty, to think creatively about hov
to push the boundaried the university disciplines, ir
order to contribute to the global body of knowledge,
address theressing issues of our time.

He expressed his joy to the new students, wt
he said argoining the institution at a time ofreat
excitement and potential.

have chosel

AYou
academic career at a university that is on
rise, a placavhere your intellectual curiosity
will be nurtured and your ambition
supported.m He tol d

The Professor implored them to follo;
the counsel of Malcolm X who once said th
education is the passport to the future,
tomorrow belongs only to the people wi
prepare for itoday. He reminded them that i
they immerse themselves in their stiglithey
should remember thateducation is a
collaborative endeavor. He advised them
engage with their peers, seskek out new
perspective, and take fulladvantage of the
resources available to them.

AThi s i s your t
guestion, and to gr (

For the returning students, the Vi
Chancellor pointed out that they have alree
demonstrated their dedication and liesce
by navigating the challenges of their earl
years afTangaza. He asked them to grab f
opportunity to build upon the foundation the
have establishegbw, as they step into the ne
phase as a university. He reminded them f{
this is their momentto deepen their
understanding of their chosen field, and
undertake research that pushes the frontier
knowledge. The Professor asked them
prepare for the professional world with tf
confidence thatthey are graduates of
respected institution.

In the same vein, Fr. Mwania extollg
the Tangaza faculty, as the stewards of 1
academic community, saying thay
transforming the lives of their students cant
be overstated. He encouradbdm to continue
to pursue excellence in teaching and resea
and take full advantage of thepportunities
that come with the
innovate in curricula, expand resear
portfolios, and engage deeply with the glok
academic community. He observed that th
leadershipin these areas will enhance tl
reputation of Tangaza, and prepare



the students to be leaders in thespective fields.

To the norteaching staff, the Vice Chancellc
noted that their support is essent@thefunctioning of
the university academic mission as they create
environment in which learning amdsearch can thrive
He explained that whatever role they played, tr
contributions enable the faculiynd students to focus o
their academic gosl Fr Mwania further explained th:
as the Tangazsommunity embraces the responsibiliti
that come with the new status, their work will still |
crucial to her success, and thanked them for tt
dedication and professionalism.

The Professor commended maens of the
University Council and the Board of Trustees, thugir
vision and support, that have been instrumental
guiding the university tdhis significantachievement.
He described th@urney from college to university a
challenging, but theircommitment to the academi
mission has been unwavering. As the university mc
forward, their leadership remains vital in ensuring t
she grows and fulfils her potential as a centre of legri
and research excellence, he added.

The VC praised the sponsors for their belief
the power of education which has made alltlik
possible. He pointed at their support as a lifeblood
has allowed the university to expandcademic
programmes, in& in research, and provide studel
with the best possible learningnvironment. He
expressed confidence in their unwavering support,
guarantees to yield positivesults for the students ar
society as a whole. This, even as the university look
the future, andespecially in the expansion of h
physical infrastructure.

In conclusion, Fr. Mwania requested tl
gathering to strive not just for personal successdut
the advancement of knowledge and the bettermer
society as they embark on thew academigear. He
invited them to remain committed to the values
Tangaza that have brought the Univeritg far.

Keynote Address byRev. Prof.
Lawrence Njoroge During the
Inaugural Convocation of the

2024/2025 Academic Year

By Roman traditiona professor gives what is known :
a fiLectio Breviso on th
introduction, after which the class ends early.

In his keynote address, renowned scholar, F
Lawrence Njoroge, gave

of his speech. This marked an interesting s
to the Inaugural Convocatiaf the 2024/2025
Academic Year athte Tangaza University.

Fr. Njoroge started by congratulatir
the Tangaza University community on a we
deserved, pivotal achievement. The award ¢
charter that turned the institution into a full
fledged university.

The university, one of two newest |
Kenya, emerged from Tangaza College tl
was blessed and formally inaugurated by |
Eminence  Maurice  Cardinal  Otung
Archbishop of Nairobi in October 1987.
Professor Njoroge recommended that this r
Tangaza University should emulate a
promote the values of this good and hc
Servant of God.

A quick glance at her history, he note
shows that it took 37 years from the foundi
of Tangaza toattain fultledged university
status. The award of charter thus, is a pivc
achievement, that is well deserved a
therefore should be celebrated, he added.

Prof Njoroge observed the
collaboration is central to the life, operatio
and success of the University. This
collaboration, he explained, is where Tangz
started, when threReligious Congregations
planted the initial seed in 1986. Likewise,
credited collaborativeintervention as work
that saw Tangaza squarely solve a major cr
she facedwo years ago.

The inaugural address for the acader
year 2024/ 2025 t MNewn
Dawn for Greater Service to Church ai
Societyo, Fr . Nj oro
good programmes that train scholars to eng
in a rigorous and creative amach tdearning.
He therefore emphasized that the Univers
should continue to identify its nichereas of
specialization, as she has made a name
herself in specific disciplines and #&sproach



to professional education.

Al n
own

&y Tangaza University must aspire to
i ts brand. 06 He said

The Professor disclosed that Tangaza Univer
is extremely respected in higheducation circles, by
persons, institutions, and the market. He added the
had the honouand benefit of serving in two nationi
education taskorces; the Public Universitidaspection
Board (PUIB) of 2005, and in the National Strategy
University EducatiofNSUE) of 2007. Both, tasforces
he said, collected evidence from Tangaza Colle
amongother Institutions of higher learning, and foul
that Tangaza ranked among the best in quadity
teaching and training in values and skills.

Education, he explained, is informative a
cognitive, shapes character and artp values, and
therefore it is formative, and transforms people.
further clarified that becauseis dialogical, educatior
trains people to converse in society. This is why th
card betransformation in society without dialogue, F
Njoroge qupped. He added that Tangaza witbduce
transformative graduates as she learns, practices
teaches the art and sciencal@flogue.

Speaking to recergvents in the country, Re\
Njoroge talked about the phenomenon of Gen Z, wf
complaint he said is that their presence and dreams
been ignored by older members of society, includ
their parents, the Church, the government and authu
figures.

As a scholarly and transformative institutio
Tangaza University should continue to intensify
engagement with the youth and their aspirations, he
The Professor explained that the university is best plé
to build excellent youth education pragmmes than any
other university as she already has Youth Studies
programme, a possible niche area.

He explained that many universitie
teach young people without creating speci
curricula focusing on theeality of youth
growing up and how to address the
aspirations andreams. Tangaza is global, tt
world is present here. This Universit
subsumes the cosmamd can thus build on
of the broadest and strongest global alur
associations!
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Taking pride inthe identity of the
University indicates that this institution wi|
continue to build a strong alumni base. Alun
are persons bonded to their university af
graduating the way we are attached to
families even after we have left home.

Rev Njoroge temed the Tangaz:
motto: Teaching Minds, Touching Heart
Transforming Lives; memorablenemorable
and unforgettable, and therefore stood
mind, heart andife. These, he said, are at tf
centre of transformative education.

He additionally welcomed the
Theological Facult§s presence and praxis
Tangaza asvital because, Theology, h
explained, far from being a hindrance to tr
knowledge andesearch, acts as an inspirati
to the growth of other branches of knowled
in both thehumanities and the sciences.

The professor concluded bym@aining
that tangaza, a Kiswahili word which mea
At o p r-docexescisenerygma, and s
Tangaza University, has a proclamation
maketo Kenya, to Africa and to the world!

He asked for Ga® blessings on the
university for the new academic year a
semesterthrough the intercession of th
Servant of God Maurice Cardinal Otunga.



TangazaUrged to Strive for Honour
AThe world needs peopl e
honour . o

These are words by His Grace, Archbish
Raphael Wokorach MCCJ, during thelnaugural
convocation of the Tangaza University academic Yy
2024/2025. The Archbishopwho was the mair
Celebrant and Homilist for the Mass heads
Archdiocese of Gulu itdganda.

The Archbishop for whom coming to Tanga
was a kind of homecoming, stedi at thehen Tangazs
Coll ege in the 8006s an
Tangaza students and lagdumni.

His Grace described the charter award to
university as a historic moment, saying thahgaza is
opening doors. Likening this to the gospeinfr John,
which he said puts it intoontext by the encounter wit
the Resurrected and Risen Christ

Calling it a moment of enriching renewal, ai
God rolling the stone away, from the tonMpst Rev.
Wokorach called the elevation of Tangaza a time
restoation and peace. He pray#tht peace may be ¢
the university and unlock all that she needs.

Saying that the word of God should be in t
center of all that we do, and in how we&late to one
another in the purpose of peace, the Prelate bla
social issesand social violence, gender differences
|l ack of

Christ&s presen

In his address to the gathering after the Mass,
Archbishop told those gathered thhonour should
define their dignity as who they are, and what they d
life. Saying that thevorld needs people who can sta
and strive for honour, His Grace reminded the Tanc
fraternity that the founders of the university want
servants for the church. The unisiy, hesaid trains
servant leaders like Christ Himself.

He reminded them that Jesus, being
Son of God, washed the feet of His discipl
and asked them to do the same. Bish
Wokorach asked those who graduate fr
Tangaza temulate Christ.

The Prelate advised Tangaza gradue
to avoid pride because it stops people fri
beingservants. The Gospel, he said, teache:
to be leaders, but leaders who are servants.
will in turn make Tangaza different from oth
universities.

Tangaza Comes oAge

Tangaza opened its doors to new and returr
students as a university one week ago.

The convocation, that started with Ho
Mass, opened a new year themed Tang
University: Celebrating a New Dawn Fo
Greater Service to Church and Society

Among tlose who graced the occasic
were Most Rev. Raphael@@ony Wokorach,
MCCI the Archbishop of Gulu, Sponsors |
Tangaza University, the Tangaza Universi
Chancellor, Fr. Edward Etengu, OSB, Chair
the Trustees Dr. Edward Odundo and f
Trustees, Dr. @rge Muhoho, Chair of thi
Tangaza University Council, Rev. Edwa
Mushi, AJ Rector, Apostles of Jest
Theologicum, Rev. Dr. Deogratias Rwezau
SJ Principal, Hekim&ollege, and Very Rev
Prof. Immanuel FORO, SJ, Director Chel
Chemi ya Uzima CollegéAOSK).

The occasion also saw two importa
launches; one, that of the Strategic Plan 20
2030,and the launch of the fundraising for tl
building of the Students Centre and t
Resource Centratthe Karen Campus.







